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The Partnership

Salford City Council has partnered with Muse
to drive forward the regeneration of Eccles
town centre.

Together, we are preparing a draft masterplan
that will set out opportunities for the town's
future. This includes exciting plans to breathe
new life into the town centre, creating spaces
where people can relax, socialise, work, and
play. The plans will also provide new,
sustainable homes and community facilities,
Improve connections across the town, boost
the local economy, and shine a spotlight on
what makes Eccles unique.

Salford City Council




The ECCIeS ViSIOn The 2022 Eccles Vision, refined through the

first community conversation in autumn 2025,

underpins the draft masterplan being brought
forward. These themes remain at the heart of

In 2022, local people were asked what the regeneration of Eccles Town Centre.
they wanted for the future of Eccles. At
From these conversations, the Eccles
Vision was created, which identified
three priorities:

1. A place to eat, meet, work and play

el .50 BN Eccles
2. Strong roots, green shoots e e ey 1S1011

3. Creating connections

These themes remain at the heart of
the conversation.




Autumn 2025 -
Community
Conversation

Between 16t October and 19t November
2025, we delivered the first round of
community conversation on the future of
Eccles Town Centre, building on the 2022
Eccles Vision.

The infographic shows how many people took
part and the different ways they got involved.

155,810

social media views across
Facebook, Instagram and
Spotify, with 4,216 click-
throughs to the community
conversation website

5,902

website views during
the community
conversation period

395

survey responses, 26 emails
and five phone calls received

Over 275

people attended in-person
events as part of the
conversation

197

attendees across two
public drop-in events

Six

%

workshops were held, with more
than 35 people attending in total.
These sessions were attended
by community groups, elected
representatives, young people
and the Salford Disability Forum

One

a

live public webinar with
25 viewers

1,919

leaflets delivered across
Eccles and wider Salford

Media coverage
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in Manchester Evening News,
Salford Now, Place North
West & | Love Manchester



Key
feedback
themes:

Using the feedback received,
six key themes were created:

©
Town centre vitality

Create a stronger, more
vibrant town centre that
supports local and
independent businesses,
offering a diverse,
family-friendly mix of
activities, shared spaces, and
community-focused uses.

S

Public realm and
green space

Strong support for more
landscaping and planting,
including more places to
sit and dwvell, while
maintaining existing
green spaces.

AR
Accessibility

A lack of step-free
access, dropped kerbs
and limited disabled
parking, make parts of
the town centre
challenging for those
with limited mobility.
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Protecting heritage

There was strong
support for celebrating
and enhancing heritage
assets that make
Eccles special.

[

Movement

Connectivity across the town
is poor, despite strong
transport links. Improvements
are needed to enhance arrival
into Eccles, strengthen walking
and cycling routes, and provide
short-stay parking and drop-
off points to support access.

&
Safety and security

Isolated walkways and
overlooked routes with poor
lighting make people feel
unsafe, especially after dark.



Town Centre vitality

Eccles Town Centre needs busy I M O 4t BN
streets, thriving shops and places 7 \ , —— %
where people want to spend time. — 18 ol M —
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A Strengthen Church Street as the
main high street.

A Focus activity in key areas to bring
more people into the centre.

A Include shops, cafés and community
spaces on the ground floor of new
buildings.

A Bring more people to live in and
around the town centre to support
local businesses.

A Support jobs and create a town AL e
centre that feels lively from day into g e |
evening. T




Accessibility

Eccles Town Centre should be easy sl C T
and comfortable for everyone to use, e e s
no matter their age or ability. ) il

A Make sure key buildings and spaces
can be reached without steps.

A Provide well-looked-after streets

and spaces with places to sit and
rest.
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Include clear signs and some N 1 ‘& i
covered areas so the town centre 7 N W
can be used all year round.
Provide seating that works for g 4
people of different ages and = O
abilities.

1 - Eccles Train Station
2 - Eccles Bus Station
3 - Metrolink



Movement

Eccles Town Centre should be easy to
move around, with clear routes and
safe streets for walking, cycling and
public transport

A Improve walking and cycling routes
into and around the town centre.

A Provide clearer signs so routes are
simple to follow.

A Slow traffic in key areas to make
streets safer and more people-
friendly.

A Manage parking in a clear and
coordinated way.

A Improve lighting and safety along
routes between public transport and
key destinations.

Bee Network Travel hub



Green & Public Spaces

Eccles Town Centre needs greener
streets and welcoming spaces where
people can sit, meet and spend time.

A Add more trees and planting to make
the town centre greener.

A Create new spaces where people can
meet, play and spend time outside.

A Include natural play areas and
informal places to be active.

A Improve existing spaces and make it
easier to move between them.

A Include features that support wildlife
and help people learn about nature.




Protecting heritage

Eccles Town Centre has a strong | | |
history and character that should be e
protected and celebrated. ) oy

A Respect local heritage in the design = — e =
of new buildings and spaces. aa| ===l ’

A Share stories about Eccles through
public art and displays.

JOHN WILLIAM STREET

A Continue listening to local people to
reflect what makes Eccles special.

ALBERT STREET

A Use materials and design details that ) 7 ;
feel consistent and true to the Y =
town's character. | ’ ‘




Safety and security

Eccles Town Centre should feel safe s T L
and welcoming throughout the day
and evening.

MB02 MOTORWAY

A Improve lighting along key streets = : - = S B
and in public spaces. | === i || sl | — ==

A Design streets and spaces so they
are open and easy to see across.

37040 IOVaVOIA

JOHN WILLIAM STREET

A Encourage activity on the ground
floor of buildings so more people are
around during the day and evening.

ALBERT STREET

A Introduce new homes and uses to =~ =
help keep the town centre active and * » : = ]
well used. ) 7 N st :
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Priority
Area
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Heart of
Eccles




Masterplan Opportunities
— The Big Moves

- Focus regeneration within the
town centre to maximise
impact and visibility.

- Reinforce Church Street as the
primary retail core and focal
point of everyday activity.

« Introduce new homes in the
centre to support shops,
services and evening vitality.

- Concentrate investment where
infrastructure, transport and
heritage assets already exist.

- Create a town centre that is
active, lived-in and
economically resilient.

M602 Motorway
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Strengthening the heart of
the town centre with shops,
services and activity

The primary focus of the masterplan is to
reinvigorate the high street and retail core,
centred on Church Street.

The approach is to create a more compact,
active and resilient town centre,

concentrating activity along Church Street
and key new routes within the masterplan.

Ground floor activation of new development
in key locations will complement existing
businesses and encourage a vibrant, day-to-
evening town centre.

This could include retail, cafés and
restaurants, alongside everyday services
and opportunities for community uses such
as flexible workspace, health provision and
local amenities within ground floor units.
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Ariel sketch focusing on Church Street



Delivering a new mixed-use
community hub in the town centre

A flexible, mixed-use community hub is
proposed within the town centre, designed to
adapt to a range of activities over time and
reinforce Church Street as the heart of activity.

The space would support both temporary and
everyday uses (including events, live music,
exhibitions, family activities and pop-up stalls)
helping to animate the town centre throughout
the day and evening.

This could support local enterprise, independent
traders and community organisations, creating a
focal point for social and civic life.

The hub and its surrounding public realm would
be designed to be adaptable, allowing the space

to evolve as the town centre grows and changes.

Sketch of the new mixed-use community
hub on the right along Vicarage Walk



Increasing footfall in the town
centre to support local shops,
services and safety

Around 1,272 new homes of mixed tenures,
including affordable homes, could be
delivered across key town centre sites, as
part of a new mixed-use neighbourhood.

Introducing homes within the town centre
will help create a regular, day-to-day
presence of people, supporting local shops,
cafés and services and securing a more
sustainable future for Eccles.

Having more people living in the town
centre will bring life to the streets,
strengthen natural surveillance and help
public spaces feel safer and more
welcoming for everyone.

lllustrative examples of potential
building scale and character




New buildings that respect
Eccles' character and identity

Most new buildings within the town centre will
be low to mid-rise, generally ranging from two
to 12 storeys, reflecting the existing scale and

character of Eccles and ensuring development
feels appropriate within its setting.

The tallest building is located at the edge of the
town centre, close to the motorway, where
additional height can be accommodated without
impacting the historic core. Building heights will
step down towards Church Street and key
heritage assets, helping to protect local
character and important views.

The taller element will act as a landmark,
signalling arrival into Eccles and providing a clear
point of reference within the wider townscape.
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View looking north along Church Street,
with the new homes in the distance



Connecting Eccles'
Landmarks and Key Routes

Improving routes through the town centre wiill
help better connect key heritage assets,
including Church Street, St Mary's Church and
the historic core.

Enhanced crossings, clearer wayfinding and
improved public spaces will create a more
legible town centre, making it easier to navigate
between important landmarks and civic spaces.

Strengthening east-west links will reconnect
neishbourhoods currently separated by
infrastructure, ensuring the historic heart of
Eccles feels accessible and well integrated.

By prioritising people and views, the masterplan
supports movement that enhances, rather than
detracts from, Eccles’ character and identity.

View looking south along Church Street.



Streets and public spaces
that support town centre life

Key streets including Albert Street, Peel Street
and Vicarage Grove will be redesigned to
prioritise people, reduce car dominance and
create safer, more accessible routes between
shops, services and public spaces.

Church Street and St Mary's Gardens will be
enhanced as greener, more welcoming spaces,
with improved lighting, seating and landscaping
to encourage dwell time, support biodiversity
and strengthen connections with nature.

Elevated view from the Library overlooking the
new Civic Square & the deengineered highways.



Servicing of Church St businesses to
their front entrances, via managed

e service routes
‘w‘"‘ :: Servicing of 'Mixed-use Community
Junnst® Cx Hub' along Castle Street
wemmo._.ﬁo:g_...‘..-""' "': Limited servicing access from Church
e T P L = Square to Vicarage Walk via controlled
The masterplan introduces more S
permeable routes through the town — A
centre, with clearer lines of sight, better : |
lighting and easier navigation. S
4 . Ke
Seating and places to dwell will be : 'YZZZTLQ'ZZ"ZQ?“""
included throughout the public realm to o TS
support accessibility for people of all T - = e
ages and abilities. = -
' . g L : —orparing
On-street parking bays and vehicle : S @
drop-off points will be provided, : g P S s Srsmaast
alongside some ground-level parking for [
P e (O controlied access point

O Limited service controlled access point

- centre

@ Emerging movement strategy, subject to
coordination and arboricultural survey



